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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 03374 251402Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

251528 043537/50 

R 251310Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2124 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 3374 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, EG, US, IS, PFOR 

SUBJECT: AMOCO DRILLING ACTIVITY IN SOUTHERN GULF OF SUEZ 
REF: (A) TOSEC 020020 STATE 34168, (B) CAIRO 2712, (C) SECTO 2027 

1 . WE HAVE CHECKED OUT INFORMATION CONTAINED PARA 3 REF A, 

AND HAVE CONFIRMED THAT RIG 511 DRILLING SITE IS INDEED IN 
BLOCK 392 AND THAT CRAIG'S ORIGINAL INFORMATION TO US (REF B) 

WAS INCORRECT. ACCORDING TO AMOCO EXPLORATION MANAGER, 

ORIGINAL WELL IN THIS AREA WAS DRILLED IN 391 AND HENCE THE 
STRUCTURE IS USUALLY IDENTIFIED BY THAT BLOCK NUMBER. CURRENT 
SITE IS MOREOVER ONLY ONE-HALF KILOMETER SOUTH OF WELL DRILLED IN 
391 AND HENCE SITS 

ALMOST ON THE BORDER BETWEEN THE TWO BLOCKS. AS DEPARTMENT 

WILL NOTE, COORDINATES GIVEN BY AMOCO/EGYPT AND AMOCO/CHICAGO ARE 

IDENTICAL. 

2. DESPITE HIS EARLIER INFORMATION REGARDING LENGTH OF TIME 
(REF C) WHICH RIG 5 1 1 WILL BE ON SITE (30 - 45 DAYS), CRAIG HAS 
INFORMED US THAT EXPECTED DURATION OF DRILLING IS NOW 60 - 90 
DAYS. ASSUME ISRAELIS SHOULD BE INFORMED OF CHANGE IN 
DURATION OF DRILLING. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 03374 251402Z 

3. COMMENT. REGRET CHANGE OF SIGNALS ON DURATION OF DRILLING. 

WE DO NOT BELIEVE CRAIG DELIBERATELY MISLED US ON THIS, 

BUT THAT HE WAS SIMPLY MISINFORMED. RECENT EXPERIENCE 
INDICATES HE IS JUST NOT TECHNICALLY QUALIFIED TO SPEAK ON 
MANY OF THE MATTERS WE WERE DISCUSSING WITHOUT CONSULTATION WITH 
HIS DRILLING AND EXPLORATION MANAGERS. NEVERTHELESS, HE FRE- 
QUENTLY DOES SO, APPARENTLY NOT REALIZING EFFECT OF MISINFORMATION. 
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WE WILL ENDEAVOR TO CHECK HIS STATEMENTS ON TECHNICAL MATTERS 
WITH EXPERTS WHO SHOULD KNOW THE FACTS, BUT THIS IS OFTEN DIFFICULT 
TO DO WHEN PROBLEMS ARISE AT ODD HOURS OF THE DAY OR NIGHT, 

GIVEN THE DIFFICULT COMMUNICATIONS PROBLEMS WITHIN CAIRO AREA 
AND BETWEEN CAIRO AND GULF OF SUEZ. 

EILTS 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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